Virus

Hardly a month goes by without the arrival of some new virus threatening to bring havoc to the world’s computers.  Viruses are malicious computer programs written by computer hackers, usually for ‘fun’.  A computer virus gets inside a PC and copies itself, infecting different parts of the machine. 

Many virus have been given names.  The best known include Melissa, Chernobyl, Cascade and Michaelangelo, but there are thousands of others.  They are typically written by young men, attempting to outsmart the large software companies.  There are two main types of virus.  While their effects are similar, the way they arrive on the PC is different.  

The damage caused by viruses can vary greatly.  Some will just put up a cheeky message on your screen, others will go off routing through your hard drive looking for programs and data to disrupt.  Rather then destroying a file, some viruses subtly alter its contents.  Another trick viruses can play is to lie dormant on a hard drive until a particular day.  The Michaelangelo virus waits until March 6 each year – the artist’s birth date -  before wiping out files.
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